
By the Numbers: California’s Judicial Diversity and Sources 
 

California’s judiciary needs to reflect the state’s rich diversity, including 
racial/ethnic diversity. Underrepresentation remains a challenge along all points 
of the pathway to the bench.  
 
While people of color represent nearly two-thirds of California’s population, 
they are underrepresented in law school, as attorneys, and judges. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
People of color make up 47% of California’s law students in 2018. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Of the approximate 192,000 active attorneys in California in 2017, fewer than 1 
in 5 identify as a person of color.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Although the state bench does not yet reflect the population it serves, it has 
grown considerably more diverse in recent years. Of the 644 judges Governor 
Brown appointed from 2011–2019, nearly 40% identified as non-white, 44% 
were women, and 6% identified as LGBT. 
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https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/2019-JO-Demographic-Data.pdf
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